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How Light City provided a much-needed boost
for the Inner Harbor and beyond

By Alyssa Hurst

“| mean, look at all these people! They are so happy. That's the whole point, ight?”

Brooke Hall, founder and CEO of What Works Studio, marveled at Baltimore's first
Light City festival, but she wasn't just one of the 400,000 visitors who took in the
interactive light and art installations. Along with her husband and co-founder Justin
Allen, she dreamed up the Light City idea, and used it to illuminate Baltimore.
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Yes, the festival was full of
show-stopping sights, like o
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INSPIring rﬂl';.-l'll'!l{"h a5 Oone
ConEm Ilit:-'-

Hearly a year ago,
H_1|.Iu|.!|u|:r1:. IIl:III.'J E{..'u: Lrl_u
Was III'I l:'.'-l'l. "-"-'I.T]'l SONK l].'l.lr'lﬂ i
Baltimore SmartGED

May/lune 2016 smartceo.com

lot less warm and inviting: the National
Guard. While last year's riots, and the
resulting curfew, ook a significant toll
on both the reputation and the spint of
Baltimore, they also had a major impact
on local businesses; one that Light Cuy

Just may have Ju’]prli OVETCOITIC.

‘A SHOT IN THE ARM’

"Every r:ight. starting, Monday nghi
with the kickoll parade, the promenade was
packed with all kinds of people: young, old,
white, black, singles, families,” says Laurie
Schwares, !:ut-.-aid:m of the Waterlrom
Partnership of Balumore. Schwarz says
that an estimated 40,000 o 50,000
people came out each night, and for area
restaurants and businesses, it fele like it

In addivion 1o long lines, Schwarz says

somie local restauranis reported runming out
of lood, while others were only able o accept
credit cards because they ran out of cash. "l
was certainly a shot in the arm,” she says.
Hilda Swaples, co-owner of the Inner
Harbor's Family Meal restaurant, says the
cvenl may beve I!r:itﬂn] rovenc. But |:||:|:|d1l1
aside, she s just pleased 1o see cowds returming
io the area: "Last SUTETICT afver the Freddie
Crray nots, it really slowed down business. |
think people were just scared of coming into
:]uwl WHOWTE 1!!.;|..|1I|1 T r.“ Iu;ln.'i.l., :'h. In\.'_'ln.-'.
says that while most local Balnumoreans have
re-warmied 1o all the Inner Harbor has 1o
olter, the same can’t be said tor their couny
Counterparts. “The arfew had a najor II:E‘JIi'.T
lr15||1;ul: 01 |1|:|5t||r-a'|. ja'l o Ilqr !1.1|'|.n:11'| .'IlH.I nl
this day, we have not seen county residents

reim in [|Ill.' IHJFHI.K'H- IIHH [l:ll'.':l.' IJS-E‘L{ H.'l'.“
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successful first CiErL, fauval creators Hall and
.'1'|]|I.'|| E"I.'III ] I'II.\:I".l' I ||"Ih.| ':.-”'l' e .|.|I|1||.|i
event, and that could help Balimore's
l"!]“f'l-l"‘ﬂ-l"ﬁ .ktll". i hl"':": T -.'l.'rr.1lr1|:.' J'lI"IIFI.' 1I"lf
that.” savs Schware. "All of the ||n:-|,l||' that
were on the promenade were not just from
Balumore City. It was dear that people
came from all aver the region.”

I fFac r. 1 i.|:1I|!:|I City may have cast
an ¢ven wider net than anvone thought
I."l |"|"|i|.|lf IIIIlI.'II [ ..I.Il .|||.'r1‘-. 1'_rr|1':|.||. rI'I.IJI.II'Il'I
of Four Scasons Hotel Ballumore in the

Harbor Fas |:|u.-l|-ri1|..=-:1||!1u-|'-|{1 moted thar

I!."-.I"..l.l:_:l\.llfl'n. '|']h“|.'|.i |h.'¢' llll"-l.J J.l'll:i (1LY

bar, Wi & Wisdom, all the way from
]'q'unﬂ._'.'l.'- adid i, 1'|-'III1'IIIII a amd W ashi P,
DC. Carralero and some of his Harbor Ease
i -\.l“.r.1;'|11 Lo I.E"'II'I ': Ir11:]1 l.llf .I.IIII E11|| (Figteids
Marniott Waterfrom
are excired abour

the event, and

about the prospect
I"'I- k*i".'l'l'a' I.l.lIJ]I il.“
over cXperiencang
]1.1I|i||1(lll' - I-hl:".' LA
travel from 20, 30,
0, 50 muler away
and have some pood
fun, and continue 1o anchor Balnmore and
] E.l.l]lll ] | [ A8T It "-'-]|.|.| Wi I:'\"a'll-l."ull.' 1L 1% an
upcoming, growing city that is going o

: e
coiitinue 1o be -||'-||.u||.|-.1 he says,

A CHANCE TO GIVE BACK

"For a E-\.I|1=-: LLE DOV, O ||L'|'.un.||
mission has been o sort of r'-.p-.1|1|i
the narrative l.:-i-HJlllu:u.:-u', because in
meirstreans media, it s alwavs ot 1yeed
LI e l'l-'\.'l_l- M -1I'|l.‘| A Il-ll of us m [I'Il.' i il:~

Chpencnde it in a difte rent wav,
'-.I:'u'u I|Il'-“';-.-ti.lt "le."\ll l."n “"['u“‘ll”l"- .Hl-li'Fl.
Ihis 15 2 mussion that Balumore
businesses, like Four Seasons Hotel
Baltymore, believe . "lt s not JiLEL
I."ll"w.'l'lf'n.'l dr:l"rn. 1":";':[' | ] ::11.'4' FTIEHTT
11k} I|!I: i l1t|II1Il:I1II.:| -_ 1..I:. g '_||_;.'||.-.-||| He
offered this call o acnion: ©1 think now we
owe [the festival] 1o contnue that suppon
li:|1-:u||'_|!|. different channels and different
MCANS 3% We organize the next round.”
He says, “A lot of community people gave
thelr thime .

what they do for the aty. And | think it's

"||\1II1'|IL|I1F: WD 1]| '-h”ll]ll l:*” .

i
because they are rruud ol

*Many of the large corporations in
DWW :-'.l{i'lp-l:'-i'l up ro |.'| CODTIC SPOnNS0rs,
r.||1|_-_|'|1:|-I from BGE 1o Brown ."l.ﬂ'.':ll.u'-l::.' o
Harbor East, Kosser Permanente :'-i.lll_'.
A |IL:|'.I|1-.".'.-|'-. |1.||'II1I:|.1.1|1'J In Ways |!1I1:l TIT:

'-I'Il.ll |." SAVE SChwanz

SHINING A LIGHT
While the fesuval’s art walk and
CYVCILE h"lllll.l.l'[:'. :'\..”."'L I."l..l.'\. L .|J'.||'|E_'|_ |J|'\.'
Inner Harbor, several of Balumore's
o he 1 |1-.'i='l|::|.l--r|.|1|'---.i'.. hke Caldsuream
Homestead - Montebello and Greates
Mondawmin, brought the festuval 1o their
restd ernes as well, "We

this opporunity o conumunecy r11v."rn.b-.'n

. Waii r-.| [0 -.rl:|r|

who may nol [have been] able vo visit the

| feel like the city and the
people in the city should
just own this thing. "

dewntewn area lor the leatired events,
5AVE Romaine Smallwood SO0, gclh'l._'-l
mManager of Mondawnun Mall.

During last year's nots, the mall was hin

J'l.trll. |1rr|‘1.1|:'-'=. I'I.lri'll-[ rI'I.III TTEWNY I'III\I:II-I'"'H-'\-\.
in the Inner Harbor. | :'"””i'. | ij'r||l :..Il_'...
however, Mondawmun Mall served as the
backdrop for “Open Beas,” an “interactive
projeciion mapping and audio conrol
]'I:-'I'II:J.I.! J]Iit.'ll.l.l.'il:llll- .Jl.lt F\I.L'u-l.' IH.-'EFP‘IH.- 1hl.'
ability vo control sound and color, and gave
A Vanc W II|!|| d VOEDE A II'I..1|1--I:III (L5 ] 1|:i.'r-.l:;tr
and speak their punds.

I.l\T E"II\'IIF\'\!"- I r1r|::]1|.1ul|1r1|1-|‘|'. I|]‘:l-
thicsc, liHELI Cuyv s IL‘JEIEL]I-:-I. hood J.I:Ehl'.
brought welcome exposure. “We are just
]-n-lr;iul-_ far the |-H11~|I|u|.:|1'. 8] pet more
community members invelved with the work
that we do.” smvs -|1|:;'-.'\.:-' L -nu'-ll.lhrln. Fowd and
farm director at Civic
Works in the Clifton
Park area of Coldstream
“.1'\-||||."'.r-.':1l.l h:'!ll"-'hl'”‘l*
Civic Works runs Real
‘ood Farm, which is
locared i Clibvon Park
and provides discounted
fresh foad w loal
residents. “We are realh
excited that tolks are going to be literally
JII'Illt ACTES |.I'|-I' wmrect IIIIII'I |Etl|' I arina z

Local artist Isaac Ewart is one of
1EI1.' AFTIEES W& t'l'i' L} r|.'.1|!r|i |+Ir {-1‘-|1I‘.In‘.|r||
Homestead - Montebello installation, ttled
*Back in Our Minds.” Ewart ook demens
of sora told by compuninty members m
1 workshop and animated them. As those
storics were told at the event on ."'I.!.ll.l.l .
Evart s animations served as the bas :I-'.drnl:'.
I-l':'l 'a'l::l' SN :I WS .I.i".||.|.| LE tl.l: Wi WiOIL |I:I.||II_'|_
o do st Clilvon Park, which 15 1o remnvest in
Clifeon Par I.,“ he = 1S,

"Oine of the Ihul}-_.:.. ||m.||. residenis)
really appreciated was banging a testival
IJI.‘-.I.' Ilgt!l =. 1% lh.-”."i li'.l'l':ll jll |l|l: JIJ.Jl.H"I.
— and the harbor is sort of an expecied
J.ll.l-. e to have an event Lo Llilb:; that to
Clifvon Park. | think thar was one of the
st '\L"{"LI:HI lJ1l||t;_'r,“ LE Ewart. Indeed,
without the 1dea of Hd'lp_hll-lrl:lw:hi | kp_|!1|l-.,
some of Baltimore's most important and
uind erserved commmunine and businesscs

u||;-||1r have mussed our on both the

benefis and dhe fun.

In Caldstream-H omestead

Arists perform at the Glifton
Park band shell as part of 2
Neght orhood Lights eveal April 2

:"Iljl"l'lli'lll'”‘”'.. ]"'-'- T 'l.|_'- 5y -|||'|J ri'll ST NERLITE
of collaboranion thar went 1nto chis was
unazing. Businesses and organizations
Like ':\lll.ulL Life llh.lul.. S Veronica's
Steel Youth Orchestra, Revolution
Event Productions and Balumore Energy
Challenpe worked with arnss, law
i.ll‘l.i.lii.l.llll.'!t[ .|Ih.! COMEMUnILY organizcrs
to bring the evemt 1o life for resides

As the event continues o "I""“'L"-‘-
Balumore as the rest of the world knows
it, and to shine a bght on the inmovanve,
]]k':r-;.'l]ll:l; J:]!Ilj ||'I[1.'[l.'!|-|:|llﬁ]:ll.|.|.|lj‘!|-

the city has to alter, Hall has a

vision: "1 leel like the aty and Mark De
the people in the ary should Ben Struble an
just own |:J||'.:h|||::“ CED saar Eward
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